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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely 
paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 08FEB2011 (as weU as the Supplemental Response thereto fUed on 
22MAR2011) has been entered. 

2. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 22MAR2011. Claims 1, 3-11, 
14, and 15 are now pending in the present application. 

3. Claim 13 has been canceled by Applicant. 

4. Claim 15 has been added by Applicant. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statements submitted on 08FEB2011 and 22MAR2011 have 
been considered by the Examiner and made of record in the application. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed of described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skiU in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), 
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
are summarized as foUows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skiU in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 1, 3, 7-11, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Asoh et al. (US Patent Publication # US 2004/0003060 Al)(hereafter Asoh) in view of Ohta 

(US Patent Publication # US 2001/0029531 Al)(hereafter Ohta) in \dew of Deshpande et al. 
(US Patent Publication # US 2003/0003933 Al) (hereafter Deshpande) in further view of 
Digital Photography Review (Non-Patent Literature: Direct Print Standard (DPS), 
02DEC2002)(hereafter DPReview). 

a) Consider claims 1, 10, and 11, Asoh et al. clearly show and disclose, a connection control 
method for an information processing apparatus, information processing apparatus, and a non- 
transitory computer-readable storage program product comprising a computer usable medium 
having computer-readable program codes control logic stored therein that, when executed by a 
computer, for causing a computer to control a connection of an information processing apparatus. 
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wherein the control logic causes the computer to implement the method comprising: a reception 
step of receiving identification information for identifying a plurality of wireless networks (figure 4, 
figure 10, abstract, paragraph [0012], [0013], [0014], [0015]); a joining step of automatically joining a 
first wireless network of the plurakt}- of \vireless networks identified by the identification 
information received in the reception step (figure 4, figure 10, abstract, paragraph [0012], [0013], 
[0014], [0015]). However, Asoh et al. does not specifically disclose a search step of searching for 
another information processing apparatus that is a wireless direct print t5^e printer having a 
function of performing a predetermined processing, in the first wireless network joined; a request 
step of requesting, if the other information processing apparatus that is the wireless direct print type 
printer having the function of performing the predetermined processing is found based on the 
searching in the search step, the other information processing apparatus that is the wireless direct 
print type printer having the function of performing the predetermined processing to perform the 
predetermined processing; or a changing step of automatically joining a second wireless network of 
the plurality of networks identified by the identification information received in the reception step, if 
the other information processing apparatus that is the wireless direct t5^e printer having the 
function of performing the predetermined processing in the first \A'ireless network joined previously 
is not found based on the searching in the search step, searcHng for the other information 
processing apparatus that is the wireless direct print type printer having that have the function of 
performing the predetermined processing in the second wireless network, and of requesting, if the 
other information processing apparatus that is the wireless direct print type printer having the 
function of performing the predetermined print processing in the second wireless network is found 
based on the searching, the other information processing apparatus having the function of 
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performing the predetermined print processing in the second wireless network to perform the 
predetermined processing. 

Ohta shows and discloses printing at a convenient location, and more particularly related to 
a system for and method of printing infomiation at a conveniently located printer station that is 
selected in a predetermined area wherein, Ohta clearly discloses a search step of searching for other 
information processing apparatuses that have a function of performing a predetermined processing, 
in the first wireless network joined (figure 13, abstract, paragraph [0007], [0039], [0040], [0053]); a 
request step of requesting, if die other information processing apparatus having the function of 
performing the predetermined processing is found based on the searching in the search step, the 
other information processing apparatus to perform the predetermined processing (tigure 13, 
abstract, paragraph [0007], [0040], [0053]). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Ohta and Asoh et al. since both concern detection over 
wireless networks and as such, both are with in the same environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skOl in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate detecting a dexdce on network capable of performing a 
predetermined process, as taught by, Ohta into the system of Asoh et al. for the purpose of locating 
a printer on a wireless network capable of performing a predetermined process (Ohta; abstract), 
thereby allowing the user to convenientiy locate a device on the network of performing a 
predetermined process. However, Asoh as modified by Ohta does not specifically disclose a 
changing step of automatically joining a second wireless network of the plurality of networks 
identified by the identification information received in the reception step, if the other information 
processing apparatus having the function of performing the predetermined processing in the first 
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wireless network joined previously is not found based on the searching in the search step, searching 
for the other information processing apparatus that have the function of performing the 
predetermined processing in the second wireless network, and of requesting, if the other 
information processing apparatus having tlie function of performing the predetermined processing 
in the second wireless network is found based on the searching, the other information processing 
apparatus having the function of performing the predetermined processing in the second wireless 
network to perform the predetermined processing. 

Deshpande shows and discloses an area being serviced by multiple wireless network access 
service providers, a service provider is selected for use by a communication device based upon 
information received from each of the available service providers and a provider selection criterion, 
wherein Deshpande discloses a changing step of automatically joining a second wireless network of 
the plurality of networks identified by the identification information received in tlie reception step, if 
no information processing apparatus having the function of performing the predetermined 
processing in the first wireless network joined previously is found based on the searching in the 
search step (figure 3, abstract, paragraph [0015], [0016], [0017], [0021]), searching for other 
information processing apparatuses that have the function of performing the predetermined 
processing in the second wireless network (figure 3, abstract, paragraph [0015], [0016], [0017], 
[0021]), and of requesting, if another information processing apparatus having the function of 
performing the predetermined print processing in the second wireless network is found based on the 
searching, the other information processing apparatus ha\'ing the function of performing the 
predetermined print processing in the second wireless netw^ork to perform the predetermined 
processing (figure 3, abstract, paragraph [0015], [0016], [0017], [0021]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/551,174 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2443 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Deshpande and Asoh as modified by Ohta since both 
concern determining services available on a wireless network and as such, both are with in the same 

environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obxious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate searching multiple networks for a particular service, as taught by, 
Deshpande into the system of Asoh as modified by Ohta for the purpose of locating a particular 
service required by a user (Deshpande; paragraph [0021]), thereby allowing the user to locate and 
make use of said particular service. However, Asoh as modified by Ohta as modified by Deshpande 
does not specifically disclose an information processing apparatus that is a wireless direct print type 
printer. 

DPReview shows and discloses a new direct printing standard for the connection of digital 
cameras and photo printers. With DPS you will be able to connect a compatible digital camera 
directiy to a compatible photo printer (initially via PTP USB) and initiate prints directiy from the 
camera - no need for a PC, wherein the information processing apparatus that is a wireless direct 
print type printer (a printer that uses the Direct Print Standard) (figure "Digital StiU Camera and 
Printer"; page 1, paragraph 1-4). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of DPReview and Asoh as modified by Ohta as modified by 
Deshpande since both concern printing data from a portable digital device to a printer and as such, 
both are with in the same environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate and information processing apparatus, such as a printer, using 
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the Digital Print Standard, as taught by, DPReview into the system of Asoh as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande fi^r the purpose of printing directiy from a digital camera to a printer 
(DPReview; paragraph 2), thereby avoiding the need to us a PC. 

b) Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 1, wherein, in the first request step, the other information processing apparatus is an 
apparatus searched for first in the search step (Ohta; abstract, paragraph [0045]). 

c) Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 1, wherein the information processing apparatus wirelessly communicates according to a 
wireless LAN method defined by IEEE 802.11 (paragraph [0082]). 

d) Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 7 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 7, wherein the information processing apparatus wirelessly communicates in a 
communication mode according to an infrastructure mode defined by IEEE 802.11 (paragraph 
[0082]). 

e) Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 7 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 7, wherein the information processing apparatus wirelessly communicates in a 
communication mode according to an ad-hoc mode defined by IEEE 802.11 (paragraph [0082]). 

f) Consider claim 15, and as applied to claim 1 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
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to claim 1, wherein the predetermined processing is print processing (Ohta; figure 13, abstract, 
paragraph [0007], [0040], [0045], [0053]). 

9. Claims 4-6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Asoh et 
al. (US Patent Publication # US 2004/0003060 Al)(hereafter Asoh) in view of Ohta (US 
Patent Publication # US 2001/0029531 Al) (hereafter Ohta) in view of Deshpande et al. (US 
Patent PubUcation # US 2003/0003933 Al) (hereafter Deshpande) in view of Digital 
Photography Review (Non-Patent Literature: Direct Print Standard (DPS), 
02DEC2002)(hereafter DPReview) in further view of Suda et al. (US Patent # 
6,157,465) (hereafter Suda). 

a) Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 3 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 3. However, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as modified by Deshpande as modified by 
DPReview does not specifically disclose in the request step, it the predetermined processing 
performed by an information processing apparatus searched for first in the search step ends as an 
error, the predetermined processing is requested from another information processing apparatus 
found based on the searching in the search step. 

Suda shows and discloses a printer that is instructed to perfomi a printing job analyzes the 
job and determines a process to be executed, and identifies the performances of the printer and 
other printers and their states. Based on the results of the analysis and on the states of the printers, 
the printer decides whether it should not perform a process or whether the process should be 
performed by another printer. It also decides whether a process is unnecessary or is not permitted 
for a user, and halts the performance of such a process. When it determines that a process should be 
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performed by another printer, it transfers the job to that printer, wherein in the request step, if the 
predetermined processing performed by an information processing apparatus searched for first in 
the search step ends as an error, the predetermined processing is requested from another 
information processing apparatus found based on the searching in the search step (column 20 lines 
41-60, column 21 Unes 27-37). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suda into the system of Asoh et al. as modified 
by Ohta et al. as modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview for the purpose of transferring a 
job to another device if an error occurs in the device originally executing the job. 

b) Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview clearly show and disclose, the method according 
to claim 1, further comprising an inquir}^ step of inquiring of the other information processing 
apparatuses in each wireless network joined whether the other information processing apparatuses 
have the function of performing the predetermined processing (figure 13, abstract, paragraph [0007], 
[0039], [0040], [0053]). However, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as modified by Deshpande as 
modified by DPReview does not specifically disclose if each response to the inquiring is a negative 
response or no response exists, in the inquiry step, a determination is made in the search step that 
there is no information processing apparatus having the function of performing the predetermined 
processing in the wireless network joined. 

Suda shows and discloses a printer that is instructed to perform a printing job analyzes the 
job and determines a process to be executed, and identifies the performances of the printer and 
other printers and their states. Based on the results of the analysis and on the states of the printers, 
the printer decides whether it should not perform a process or whether the process should be 
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performed by another printer. It also decides whether a process is unnecessary or is not permitted 
for a user, and halts the performance of such a process. When it determines that a process should be 
performed by another printer, it transfers the job to that printer, wherein if each response to the 
inquiring is a negative response or no response exists, in the inquiry step, a determination is made in 
the search step that there is no information processing apparatus having the function of performing 
the predetermined processing in the wireless network joined (abstract, column 19 lines 52-64, 
column 20 lines 41-60). 

Therefore, it would have been ob\ious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suda into the system of Asoh et al. as modified 
by Ohta et al. as modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview for the purpose of locating a 
device capable of performing a predetermined process. 

c) Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 5 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview as modified by Suda clearly show and disclose, 
the method according to claim 1, wherein in the inquiry step, an inquiry is made whether all 
information processing apparatuses in each wireless network joined have the function of performing 
the predetermined processing (Ohta; abstract, paragraph [0045]). 

d) Consider claim 14, and as applied to claim 5 above, Asoh et al. as modified by Ohta as 
modified by Deshpande as modified by DPReview as modified by Suda clearly show and disclose, 
the method according to claim 5, wherein in the request step, the predetermined processing 
requested from an information processing apparatus that has positively responded to the inquiring 
in file inquiry step (Ohta; figure 13, abstract, paragraph [0007], [0040], [0045], [0053]). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 0. Applicant's arguments filed 08FEB201 1 and 22MAR201 1 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With regard to Applicant's arguments filed in the Response dated 08FEB2011 it is believed 
that the Examiner has fuUy addressed these arguments in the interview which took place on 
16MAR2011 which resulted in the tiling of the Supplemental Response dated 22MAR2011 and shall 
not be addressed again here. However, if Applicant believes that they arguments were not fuUy 
addressed it is respectfully requested that Applicant submit such arguments with the next response 
and they wiU be addressed in due course. 

What foUows are the response to arguments presented in the Supplemental Response dated 
22MAR2011. 

Applicant argues that nothing in Asoh, Ohta, or Deshpande, neither alone or in 
combination, is believed to teach or suggest that "searching is performed in a network to find a 
wireless direct print type printer, much less that a predetermined processing is requested from a 
wireless direct print tj^e printer found by searching a network. . ." or "a search step. . . a request 
step. . . or a changing step. . . [involving a information processing apparatus that is a wireless direct 
print type printer]" 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 10, and 11 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

The Examiner has cited particular columns and Une numbers in the references as applied to 
the claims above for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in tlie art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the 
Applicant, in preparing the responses, to fuUy consider each of the cited references in entirety as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

With respect to any amendments to the claimed invention, it is respectfully requested that 
Applicant indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure relied on for 
proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds of the claimed 
invention. 

If Applicant intends to make numerous amendments the Examiner respectfully requests that 
Applicant submit a clean copy of the claims in addition to the marked up copy of the claims in order 
to expedite the examination process. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (See PTO-Form 892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DANIEL C. MURRAY whose telephone number is 571-270-1773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 0800-1700 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Tonia DoUinger can be reached on (571)-272-4170. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, caU 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/D. C. M./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2443 

/Tonia LM Dollinger/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2443 
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